Seoul City Hall Main Building
(13 above-ground floors & 5 underground floors)
New Face of Seoul
seoul.go.kr

9F
Take the elevator from the
Sky Plaza to go down to
the 1st floor (lobby).

Sky Plaza
Happy + Cafe

The construction of the new Seoul City Hall building was completed
in August 2012, designed to re-interpret the beauty of the eaves of
hanok, traditional Korean houses. It is designed to be eco-friendly,
providing both pleasant areas of shade in summer and warmth in
winter.

Go outside

8F

It is used not only as a working space for civil servants, but also as a
home to spaces devoted to the public, such as the Vertical Garden,
Sky Plaza, and Multi Purpose Hall.

Sky Plaza Gallery

5F

Seoul Metropolitan Library
Hall of Fame
Subway
station exit/
entrance next
to Citizens
Hall

City Hall Relic Exhibition Room
Happy Bakery & Cafe

Take the elevator on the
right side of the lobby to go
to the Sky Plaza.
Entrance

Going beyond being a rigid working space, Seoul City Hall serves as
a cultural space where diverse cultural programs are provided and
the voices of citizens are reflected.

01 Vertical Garden

03 I SEOUL U Lounge

05 Happy Bakery & Cafe

06 Spring of Human Rights

As the country’s largest indoor vertical
garden, this garden stretches all the way
up to the 7th floor. A total of 14 species
of plants, including Ivy and Scindapsus,
grow freely in this 1,516-square meter
paradise.

The I SEOUL U Lounge is home to
the Open Mayor’s Office, through
which the mayor’s office can be
seen; Everybody’s Seoul, which
introduces the city of Seoul’s
innovative policies; and the
Smart City Platform, the digital
administrative platform. The I SEOUL
U Lounge also permanently displays
the roads of Seoul decorated with
monitors and plaques all year round.

Happy Bakery & Cafe is located in
Sky Plaza where visitors can take
in a scenic view of Seoul Plaza.
Physically challenged baristas
provide the best coffee at a
reasonable price, along with gourmet
cookies and other refreshments.

A sculpture that embodies the fingerprints
that every person retains, carrying the
meaning, “Human rights are like a sip of
water.”
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02 Metaseosa-Seobeol
Metaseosa-Seobeol is an award-winning
installation piece designed by Jheon Soo
Cheon. It visualizes the 2000 years of
Seoul’s history with lights, roads, and
whirlwinds.
➊ Lights of Hope represent the hope of
Seoul citizens.
➋ Road of Myth describes the dynamic
myth of Seoul.
➌ Whirlwind of Life symbolizes constant
communication with citizens.

Spiral Stairs

1F City Hall

Spring
of Human
Rights

Seoul City Hall
Tong Tong Tour

Human Rights
Seoul Memory
Map

Take the stairs on the left
side of the 1st floor to go
down to the 1st basement
floor.

Memorial
Stone Tablet
for April 19
Revolution

4F
Global Collection

1F

▶Visits are available to
Tong Tong Tour participants.

07:30 – 18:00, Mon. to Fri.

9F

Voice of the Citizens
seoulcitizenshall.kr

07 Human Rights Seoul Memory

Citizens Hall is located on the 1st basement level with its own
separate entrance for maximum accessibility. The work of art in the
shape of an ear near the entrance reminds the Seoul Metropolitan
Government of its unwavering pledge to listen to the citizens’ voices
and communicate with them transparently.

Map

Citizens Hall is a place of the citizens, for the citizens, and by the
citizens. Citizens are allowed and encouraged to use the space as
venues for concerts, flea markets, wedding ceremonies, lectures,
discussions, workshops, and any other gatherings.

04 Sky Plaza Gallery

Hours of Operation

Visitors are offered a bird’s eye view
of Seoul Plaza from this 200-square
meter sized gallery. As a space that
often hosts citizen participation
exhibitions and art education
programs, this gallery is much loved
by the citizens, offering plenty of
opportunities to enjoy artwork at
one’s own convenience.

1F

(1st and 2nd basement floors)

Copper plates installed in the ground
commemorate the scenes of human rights
from all over the city of Seoul. The plates
are arranged in the shape of Seoul.

Hours of Operation

01 Spiral Stairs

Winter (November-February) 09:00 - 20:00
Summer (March-October) 09:00 - 21:00

02 Gungisi Relics Exhibition

Hall [Hands-on Experience Zone
& Photo Zone]
This site was once a military weapon
depot (“Gungisi” in Korean) during
the Joseon Dynasty. The ancient
armaments were discovered during
the construction of City Hall, and
visitors are welcome to view both
the historic relics and the excavation
site.

B1F

▶Closed on New Year’s Day, Lunar New Year’s Day & Chuseok
▶Closed on the last Sunday of every month(starting on January 1, 2020)

05 Seoul Speakers’ Corner

03 I market SEOUL U

“I have something to say” of the
Speakers’ Corner is continuously
operated all year round in Citizens
Hall for better communication with
the citizens. Through this facility,
the city can directly hear what the
people have to say.

This store is where visitors can
find innovative products made by
excellent small- and medium-sized
enterprises in Seoul. The store
exhibits and sells a variety of beauty,
health, and fancy products and
handicrafts, as well as souvenirs of
Seoul City Hall and Citizens Hall.

B1F

B1F

06 Villages of the World
TIn addition to selling fair trade coffee,
chocolates, the shop offers various fair
trade products, and thus gives visitors the
opportunity to make small but important
choices to make a fairer world.
Hours of Operation
Winter (November - February)
08:30 - 20:00 (weekdays)
09:00 - 20:00 (Sat., Sun., & public holidays)

Summer (March - October)

04 Open Lounge

08:30 - 20:30 (weekdays)
09:00 - 20:30 (Sat., Sun., & public holidays)

This lounge features diversely
colored decks which can be moved
and shifted according to the needs
of any given event. Anyone can
apply to participate in a “Vitality
Concert” that takes place in this
lounge.

▶Closed on New Year’s Day, Lunar New Year’s
Day & Chuseok
▶Closed on the last Sunday of every month
(starting on January 1, 2020)

B1F

B1F

04

Hours of Operation

starts here

10:00 - 18:00, Mon. to Fri.

3F

I market SEOUL U

Seoul
Speakers’
Corner

Gungisi Relics
Exhibition Hall
(Hands-on
Experience Hall,
Photo Zone)

Closed on weekends and public holidays

Seoul
Metropolitan
Council

Old Mayor’s Office
Seoul Archival Services
Open Lounge

6F

Citizens Hall

8F
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Seoul Plaza &
Library Clock
The tour ends.

➊

1F 2F

B1 Citizens Hall
Villages of the
World

➋

General
Collection
➌

Direction of path
Take the stairs
Take the elevator
Go outside

Take the elevator in front of City
Gallery to go to the 5th floor.

Tour Course
at a Glance
02

01

03

07

02

Seoul Metropolitan Library

Location
Seoul Metropolitan
Council
Deoksugung
Palace

Seoul City Hall
Seosomun
Office

Cheonggyecheon
Stream

Jonggak Station
(Line 1)

Seoul City
Hall
Seoul
Metropolitan
Library

Euljiro 1-ga
Station (Line 2)

Seoul Plaza

City Hall Station
(Line 1)

(5 above-ground floors)
Originally Gyeongseong City Hall in 1926
lib.seoul.go.kr

This building was built in 1926 during the Japanese
occupation as a city hall for Gyeongseong, as the

03 Seoul Archival Services

Located on both the first and second
floors of the library, the General Collection
is home to more than 13,000 books that
can be borrowed and read. In the Digital
Collection, visitors can search and read
digitized versions of original volumes
stored at the National Library of Korea
and the National Assembly Library.

The Old Mayor’s Office is
emblematic of the 20th century style
architecture. The original building
materials were not damaged, and
have been left exactly as they were.
Kids are allowed to sit at the old
desk where many former mayors of
Seoul carried out their official duties,
and dream of becoming mayor
one day.
Twenty different documents that
track the turning points in history
are displayed on the table of the old
planning & situation room, offering
visitors a peak into the process of
steering the capital city through
historical changes.

Seoul Archival Services is a space
where the records and information
of Seoul Metropolitan City are
shared with citizens.
Visitors can find the records
exhibition, “Seoul Plaza Exhibition”, in
the place embracing Seoul Plaza, the
symbol of communication.

Hours of Operation

rule, it was Seoul’s city hall from 1946 to 2008.

09:00 - 21:00, Tues. to Fri.
09:00 - 18:00, Sat. to Sun.
[Closed on Mondays & public holidays]

modern history through its designation as Registered
Lotte Dept. Store

02 Old Mayor’s Office

Japanese called Seoul. After liberation from Japanese
The building was recognized as a living witness to

Hotel
President

01 General Collection

Cultural Property No. 52 in 2003.

Borrowing Policies: Members of the Seoul Metropolitan Library (Apply for membership at the Digital
Archives of Seoul Metropolitan Library)

In 2012, the building was transformed into the Seoul

Limits of Loaned Books: 5 books per person

Metropolitan Library. It is in fact the first library that the

Loan Periods: 14 days (can be renewed once for
additional 7 days)

Hours of Operation 09:00 - 18:00

Seoul Metropolitan Government has ever run by itself. It

City Hall Station
(Line 2)

serves both as a public library and the organization that

3F

1F 2F

develops broader library-related policies.

Hours of Operation 09:00 - 18:00

3F
04 Global Collection

Subway
Exit 4 or 5 of City Hall Station (Lines 1 & 2)

Hall of Fame

Room

(Citizens Hall on the 1st basement floor

This exhibition hall displays
mementos and decorations from old
City Hall, which include a single hung
window and sections of plaster walls
dating from 1926.

↔ City Hall Subway Station)

Faces of Seoul

01 Hall of Fame

06 Happy Bakery & Cafe

The Hall of Fame opened its
doors in October 2016 to honor
the achievements of citizens and
organizations that have greatly
contributed to the development of
Seoul and the promotion of citizens’
happiness. Golden picture frames
(copper reliefs) that exhibit images
and accomplishments of these
individuals and organizations are
on display along the walls at the
entrance to Citizens Hall.

This bakery & cafe hires baristas
who are physically challenged.
Visitors can sip on a cup of coffee
in one of the rooftop seats while
enjoying a nice view of Seoul.
Hours of Operation 09:00 - 20:00

Here, visitors may read books,
periodicals, and newspapers donated
by foreign embassies and cultural
institutions.

09:00 - 18:00, Sat. to Sun.

Hours of Operation 09:00 - 18:00

09:00 - 18:00 (March to November)

(Closed on Mondays & days that the library
is closed)

Rooftop Hours of Operation (Sky Yard)

The Seoul Metropolitan Government
will continue to select new citizens
each year and recognize their names
in the Hall of Fame.

(Closed on days that the library is closed, and
security reasons if necessary)

4F

Hours of Operation
09:00 - 21:00, Tues. to Fri.
09:00 - 18:00, 3.4 Floor
09:00 - 18:00, Sat. to Sun.

05 City Hall Relic Exhibition

5F

(Closed on Mondays & public holidays)

02 Memorial Stone Tablet for
the April 19 Revolution

From March to April 1960, tens of
thousands of students gathered in
front of the National Assembly (now
the building if the Seoul Metropolitan
Council) to launch a non-violent
protest against the autocratic
government and fraudulent election.
This was the heart of the April 19
Revolution.

Bus
General Bus 790, 799
Blue Bus 101, 103, 150, 172, 401, 402, 405, 406, 472, 501, 506, 708
Green Bus 1711, 7016, 7022
Red Bus M4108, M4130, M4137, M5107, M5115, M5121, 4108, 8800, 9007

04

Airport Bus 6005, 6701

Building of Seoul
Metropolitan
Council

Seoul Plaza & Library
Clock

(1st & 2nd floors)

04 Seoul Plaza & Library Clock

Seoul Metropolitan Council
smc.seoul.kr
The building of the Seoul
Metropolitan Council was
constructed on December 10,
1935 and designated as Registered
Cultural Heritage No. 11 in 2002.
It was used as the Gyeongseong
Bumingwan Hall, National Theater,
National Assembly building,
Citizen’s Hall and annex of the
Sejong Center for Performing Arts.
It is currently being used as the
office for the Seoul Metropolitan
Council.

03 The building of the Seoul
Metropolitan Council

The building of the Seoul
Metropolitan Council was
constructed in December 1935.
Since then, it had been used as
“Bumingwan,” a multi-purpose
cultural center. It is the place
for many historically important
occasions, such as “Sasaoip
Gaeheon” (2nd Constitutional
Amendment), the establishment of
civil laws, the October Revitalizing
Reforms and the 7th Constitutional
Amendment.

Tong Tong Tour Accompanied by a Cultural Tour Guide

Seoul City Hall

• Tour Course
Vertical Garden, Old Mayor’s Office, I SEOUL U Lounge, Gungisi Relics Exhibition Hall, Citizens Hall

• Tour Duration

Time of the citizens that never stops

About 1 hour and 10 minutes (not operated on Monday, New Year’s Day, Lunar New Year’s Day & Chuseok, last
Sunday of every month)

Seoul Plaza, the open-air public lawn
in front of City Hall, has been the site
of countless massive gatherings: from
frenzied public cheering during World
Cup competitions to candlelight protest
vigils. The history of Seoul Plaza dates
back to 1897 when King Gojong first
proclaimed the Korean Empire. It has
since been a crucial staging ground for
important Korean historical moments,
such as the 1919 March 1st Movement,
1960 Revolution of April 19th, the 1964
demonstration against the Korea-Japanese
Conference and 1987 June Democracy
Movement.
A digital clock was mounted on the
City Hall exterior in 1975 and assigned
as a countdown clock during the 2002
World Cup. Later, Swatch was donated
and replaced the previous one until the
installation of Korean-made Romanson
clock, colored in dancheong red
(traditional Korean multicolored paintwork
on wooden buildings) and Goryeo celadon
blue.

• Tour Starting Point
In front of the City Gallery in Citizens Hall (1st basement floor)

• Online Reservation_Seoul Guided Walking Tour (dobo.visitseoul.net)
• Guided Tour Times(Kor) Tue - Fri(10:00, 14:00), Weekends(10:00, 11:30, 14:00, 15:30)
Foreign Language Tour
- Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.(Eng), Thursday at 02:00 p.m.(Chi), Friday at 10:00 a.m.(Jap)
- Saturday at 10:30 a.m.(Eng), 11:00 a.m.(Chi), 02:30 p.m.(Jap), 03:00 p.m.(Eng)
- Sunday at 10:30 a.m.(Eng), 02:30 p.m.(Eng)

Self-Guided Tour

• Participation on site (Participation on site is only operated in Korean)
Guided Tour Timetable
- Tuesday - Friday at 11:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
- Saturday at 12:00 p.m., 12:30 p.m., 4:00 p.m., & 4:30 p.m.
- Sunday at 12:00 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.

• Inquiries
+82-2-120, +82-2-6925-0777 (tour reservation inquiries)

Online Reservations
Seoul Guided Walking Tour (dobo.visitseoul.net)
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Sejongdaero 110, Jung-gu, Seoul (seoul.go.kr)
T. 02-120
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